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On the occasion of the opening of the Health Exhibition on
July 27th, 1912.

MAZ IT PLEASE YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS,

We, the President, Vice-Presidents, and Council of The Royal
Sanitary Institute, desire to express our high appreciation of the honour
conferred upon the Institute and our meeting in York by the gracious
presence of your Royal Highness here to-day, and we acknowledge it also
as an additional evidence of the interest that the Royal Family have
always shown in all matters relating to the health of the people.

The Royal Sanitary Institute, which was founded nearly forty years
ago, is under the gracious patronage of His Majesty the ICing, and

during past years Her Majesty Queen Victoria and His Majesty King
Edward VII., the Duke of Connaught, the late Duke of Albany, the
Duchess of Albany, and the Duke of Cambridge have given their

patronage to or taken an active part in the work of the Institute.

The roll of Fellows, Members, and Associates of the Institute numbers
over four thousand. Many of the leading Sanitarians on the Continent
are Honorary Fellows of the Institute and contribute to its proceedings.
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During the time that the Institute has been established it has heen
carryinb on a large work in promoting a knowledge of Sanitation and
Health, not only in the United Kingdom, but also in the Empire of

India, the Dominion of Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, the

Union of South Africa, in New Zealand, and other parts of the British
Empire.

An important branch of this work has been the holding of periodical
Congresses in various large centres, to which Municipal Authorities

throughout the country, who are responsible for the administration of

public health measures, have always given their hearty co-operation and
assistance. 

’

This, the second occasion of the Institute visiting York at the invi-
tation of the Lord Mayor and City Council, is in itself an illustration

among many others of the desire of this ancient City to support all work
that tends to promote the health of the people.

Government Departments and Municipal Authorities are invited to
send official delegates to these Congresses, and the following Foreign and
Colonial Governments and Home Government Departments are ofhcially
represented at this meeting :-

The Empire of Japan.
The Commonwealth of Australia.
The State of Victoria.

The State of Queensland.
The State of Western Australia.
The State of Tasmania.

The Admiralty.
The Army Council.
His Majesty’s Office of Works.
The Commissioners in Lunacy.

Five hundred Delegates have also been appointed to represent Univer-
sities and Learned Bodies, County Councils, County Boroughs, and other
Sanitary Authorities.

The Institute, as part of its educational work, maintains in London a
permanent Museum and Demonstration School, open to the public as well
as to students. In order to carry on this practical teaching the Institute
has associated with the periodical Congress a Health Exhibition, which
serves as a practical illustration of the subjects discussed at the meetings
of the Congress, and also appeals to those who have not the opportunity
of taking part in the more technical discussions.
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The exhibits illustrate all sides of public health work, from large
appliances for town water supply and drainage, measures for the preven-
tion of disease, especially tuberculosis, down to the various sanitary
fittinbs of the house and home, and even smaller matters relating to
personal health and comfort.

This collection of exhibits from various parts of the country is further
found to stimulate local industries by bringing under notice the improve-
ments that are being introduced in sanitary appliances.

As a guide to the public with regard to the practical usefulness of the
exhibits, a carefully arranged system of judging has been devised, and
medals are awarded to those exhibits which the Judges, whose work is

honorary, consider to be of special merit.

It is the earnest hope of the Council of the Institute and of the Local
Committee for the Congress, that this Exhibition, which your Royal
Highness is inaugurating to-day, may usefully serve its purpose in guiding
and instructing the public in matters relating to health, and may tend
generally to promote the objects for which ’rhe Royal Sanitary Institute
was founded.
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